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This year’s Open Day theme is Engaging Young Minds. A teacher’s greatest

achievement is to create in children the desire and disposition for wanting to seek
knowledge, understanding and skills. As Lillian Katz, a highly regarded educator on
Project Approach, has noted, teachers must provide the context in which children’s
minds can be “engaged, challenged and enriched”, be it socially, intellectually or

emotionally.

The “skill and drill’ and ‘chalk and talk’ approaches are not enough to nurture children’s
intellectual goals, let alone engage them in ways that deepen their understanding of their
own experiences and environment, strengthen their confidence in their own intellectual

powers and their disposition to observe and investigate. At Victoria we do not

underestimate our children’s intellectual abilities, but nurture them by instilling the

qualities of the IB learner’s profile, so that they grow to be inquirers, thinkers,

communicators, risk takers, knowledgeable, principled, caring, open-minded, balanced

and reflective individuals.

Concrete projects in and outside the classroom help build a sense of civic responsibility in
our children, and to engage the mind one must first engage the heart. Victoria has
encouraged our students’ participation in the Bridge to China (Wu Zhi Qiao) foundation’s
work. To date, we have had a bridge building activity, have role-played wading through
the river barefoot, and have built a model bridge. More recently, we have sent our

primary and kindergarten students to the Gansu province (H &g K 7k &% )for an

unforgettable firsthand experience crowned by the giving of a mosaic message to the
villagers. The entire project has been an example of how we engage our students’ minds
by warming up their hearts to the needs of other human beings and to what is possible
when the right knowledge and necessary resources come together for a good cause.

We are here on this Open Day to showcase our learning and to open our minds to the
boundless possibilities of knowledge. Please listen to the explanations and allow yourself

to become engaged. I look forward to your keen support and participation.
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Dear All
What a tremendous amount of good things have happened in this past
year at Victoria!!!!

It has been my honour and pleasure to be part of them all in my role as
Director of English Studies.

The memorable 45t anniversary celebrations, Homantin campus being
confirmed as an IB World school ,Causeway Bay campus embarking on
this journey too having been accepted as a Candidate school, and the
opening of Upper Kornhill to cater for our very youngest students, to
name but a few.

Also, this academic year we have continued to recruit high quality and
well qualified English speaking teaching staff to our ranks to underpin
our drive to deliver a curriculum characterised by strong teaching which
results in positive learning for our students. New teachers have been
welcomed and mentored by our superb returning teachers.

On a more personal note, it has been a great privilege for me to meet
many of you during the Graduation dinners, Sports days and numerous
Parent meetings and so further develop an understanding between us on
our mission in educating your children in their formative years.

What a difference a year has made in another respect! On my visits to all
of our schools I am now warmly greeted by most of the children with a
cheery “Hello Jeni” and recently I was hailed by a family at a concert that
my husband Alistair and I attended at City Hall. : is a joy to be thus
considered part of the Victoria family. e _n‘. 3
My very best wishes to you all, "

Jeni Fieldhouse.



Through feeling different textures,
the children increase their sense of
touch. Children are exploring the
unique qualities of the differences
between wet and dry sand. Children
discover that it is easier to create
sculptures using wet sand rather
than dry sand. Playing with all these
different textures helps to increase |1
the children's fine motor skills and
their knowledge of how the world
works.
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Look at thatl We can make
recycled paper! That is very
~_ good for the environment.
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Learning and
growing

Sharing and Friendship
Children in the Pre-nursery class have been
learning to take turns and learning to respect
the rules when playing. When children move

towards the nursery age they begin ..w
s:._._.. o._._..n_‘.m :m_zm polite _n:mcnmm n:n
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K1 were very lucky to have Hoi Tung’'s Daddy come to school and speak
to the children about his very important job. Hoi Tung's Daddy is a
fireman. He showed everyone all of the equipment that he uses when
extinguishing fires. The children all got to look and play with the
equipment. The children were so excited that they got to speak to a
fireman and learn about his important role. Thank you so muchl!
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Finding our voices

Listening

The children develop their listening skills through a wide
range of activities. Listening to stories helps them extend
their ability to focus, hear language in a natural context
and make connections between the words, the text and the
illustrations. Music, dancing, and rhymes give the children
an opportunity to develop a sense of rhythm and to
recognise patterns, beats and sounds in language.
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Speaking

Over the course of their Pre Nursery and K1 years the children
are given opportunities to begin speaking when they are ready and
in a natural and comfortdble context.’Role play, sharing and show
and tell are times when the children are encouraged to begin to
express themselves and communicate with others.

LA EEREE

23 BAUSIRHINEE R EIHERREE  RUREERRSHE(F - F
3 BT REARE - MIEEREEECETERN © T 34 BRSRABEER
BAEE KRS BEREITEISERD | EREAREAIARE R

S5 - SEA BRI RERTT - PN - T EERRRIEF AR
K? ) TSRFREHE? | - FEFASE - MBS - RRAERY

SRR GEBEREES

Reading

_Children are developing a love of reading from being read
fo at storytimes to being encouraged to explore classroom.
libraries independently. These activities also help the
children see how we read and take care of books. Story
based projects and artwork give the children opportunities
to reflect on n:nunﬁm_.m and v_o._.u n:..._ ‘make _unsuozn_
no_..znn._.,o:m :
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Writing

At these early developmental stages, the
children are building writing skills in many
different ways. The writing centres are
spaces where the children can gain a sense
of why we write and experiment with
different tools to do their pre-writing mark
making. A wide range of fine motor and
sensory development activities give the
children the opportunity to build strength
and agility that will help them in their future
writing.
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During the Pre Nursery and K1

Building Blocks
years the children are being
\..— E intfroduced to basic math principles
=] & R .%p through a variety of activities and

play. Exploring the calendar and
doing multi-sensory counting
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ro__mn<u organise our days
and v_n< mnanm

We love playing with
colours and shapes. We _
. A can group them and \ B
match them. We can
build and paint with
them. We can do so
many things, it's great!
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