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This year's Open Day theme is engaging children’s minds. A teacher’s greatest achievement is
fo create in children the desire and disposition for wanting to seek knowledge, understanding
and skills.  As Lillian Katz, a highly regarded educator on Project Approach, has noted,
teachers must provide the confext in which children’s minds can be "engaged, challenged
and enriched”, be it socially, intellectually and emotionally.

The ‘skill and drill’ and ‘chalk and talk’ approaches are not enough to nurture children’s
infellectual goals, let alone engage them in ways that deepen their understanding of their own
experiences and environment, sfrengthen their confidence in their own intellectual powers and
their disposition fo observe and investigate. At Victoria we do not underestimate our children’s
infellectual abiliies, but nurture them by instilling the qualities of the 1B learner’s profile, so that
they grow lo be inquirer, thinker, communicator, risk taker, knowledgeable, principled, caring,
open-minded, balanced and reflective individuals.

Concrefe projects in and outside the classroom help build a sense of civic responsibility in our
young, for fo engage the mind one must first engage the heart. Victoria has encouraged our
students” participation in the Bridge fo China (Wu Zhi Qiao] foundation’s work. To date, we
have had o bridge building activity, have role-played wading through the river barefoot, and
have built a bridge model. More recently, we have sent our primary and kindergarfen students
to the Gansu province [H#RKKEE) for an unforgettable firsthand experience crowned by
the giving of a mosaic message fo the villagers. The entire project has been an example of
how we engage our students” minds by warming up their hearts 1o the needs of other human
beings and to what is possible when the right knowledge and necessary resources come
together for a good cause.

We are here on this Open Day to showcase our learning and to open our minds to the
boundless possibilities of knowledge. Please listen to the explanations and allow yourself to
become engaged. Look forward to your keen support and participation.

Chief Principal, Dr. Maggie Koong

Victoria (Belcher) Kindergarten
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"love and Care" are the very essence of connection between us. Throughout their childhood,
it is important for our children to learn o appreciate the significance of compassion. Of
course, parents and teachers are undoubtedly their role models, however experiential learning
is also a crucial way for them to learn. If children know how fo express themselves, they will
naturally be accepted and hence, assured. For this very reason, our teachers endeavor to
provide various learning opportunities for the children. With immense support and assistance
from their parents, our K3 students had prepared gift boxes for the lessfortunate children
overseas. Demonstrating the concept "love and Care”, they had generously selected brand
new toys and their favourite stationery and sent fo those in need during Christmas, a festival
of blessings. To a 5-yearold child, this is the first step in learing about sacrificing and helping
people in need. And thus, these benevolently filled boxes are undeniably the fruits of their
learning experience.

We are currently organizing an open day under the theme “Exhibition — Presenling our PYP
Journey” which would be held on the 21st and 22nd of January. To engage young minds,
our teachers and students are going to present their leaming process and outcome fo visitors.
Children can then learn to express themselves and act out what they have learnt through
participating in this activity. We look forward fo receiving your support and collaborating
with our teachers soon.

Principal, Lovan Ho
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How?
The student takes time to reflect on what they have learnt and chooses to take action, to deepen
their learning or making a personal commitment eg: a child has been looking at insects

through a magnifying glass, they then choose fo create their own insect using playdough.

’/f:f Eb WHAT?

Action can be large or small, can be with themselves, within the family, classroom, school

SUCCESSFUL INQUIRY wider community or world.

LEADS TO THE CHILDREN W HY?

INITIATING RESPONSIBLE By taking action the student shows commitment to the attributes of the leamer profile.
ACTION. AFFECTS?

. This can be simply a demonsfration of a sense of responsibility and respect for self, others
English Head TeGCh?l' and the environment.
Miss Maggie

Taking action helps the child to grow, the process helping to build their own set of personal
values. Seeing the results of their action will ensure these affects grow.

PARENTS:

1 You as parents are often involved in the action children take as a consequence of their
i learning. That home school link is crucial so that we can share the results of each child's
learning together.

In the unit "Where we are In the unil "My body”, Monica construcled her daddy's face using ploydough. She could identify two eyes, a nose and
in Time and Place”, we had a mouth while describing whal her father looks like. Toking action and reintorcing her learning

been discussing weather
around the world.  To help
us understand the shape of
the world and where various
counlries are located
Jacqueline decided to share
her atlas with the class.
When asked why she had
brought the book info class,
Jacqueline  said thal  she
‘wanted 1o share it with her
friends.’
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; ‘When you give
something to poor people
it will be a surprise and
make them happy.’
i

K3s teck action to support children
less well off than themselves. They
decoraled and packed a shoe box
with gifts that will be sent lo deprived
children in Hong Kong and Asia.

During cur inguiry in the unit "Who we are” swung fo

inquire oboul animal families.  Liam took action and

brought In this bocked linked 1o our inquiry about a

monkey lrying lo describe his mother.

K2 Ethan brought in o Chiistmas CB to share with his closs. It included our Chrisimas Show song “Sanla Clause is
caming 1o lown’. We all enjoyed lislening lo lhe songs. A great example of independent action!

ErHaN BROUG

Victoria (Belcher) Kindergarten
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Children, teachers and parents parlicipated in different kind of activities, showing

understanding
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We look “Action” in our communily by donating food
and stafionary 1o people who are in need during the
Thanksgiving festival and those presents were donaled
1o Sainl Bamabas' Seciety ond Home and Samaritan’s
Purse
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Angel is the theme Chrisimas for this year, we inviled
parents and children to be creative  with their ideas,

expressing the Joy of Christmas in their home made
angel.
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Litle Scouts and Happy Bee groups show their respect for
their friends and other members of the community.
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In "Victoria Wu Zhi Qico Bridge Building’
fund-aising activity, children and parents
used recycled materials o make model
bridges, to show their care for the community

" of Zhi Qico
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In Seftemimr 2010, our school nuise provided
workshop ‘The lalest information in First Aid'.  Nurse

showed the updoted emergency trealment to teachers.
In October 2010, teochers partticipated in the *
International Mindedness in 1B workshop, we reflected
on how lo promote International Mindednass in school,
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English Director Early Childhood Enthusiast

What a fremendous amount of good things have happened in this past year at
Victoriallll

It has been my honour and pleasure to be part of them all in my role as Director of
English Studies......

the memorable 45th anniversary celebrations, Homantin campus being confirmed
as an 1B World school ,Causeway Bay campus embarking on this journey too
having been accepted as a Candidate school, and the opening of Upper Kombhill
to cater for our very youngest students,....... fo name but a f;w.

Also, this academic year we have confinued to recruit high quality and well qualified
English speaking teaching slaff o our ranks to underpin our drive to deliver o
curriculum characterized by strong teaching which results in positive learning
for our students. New Iec;cﬁers have been welcomed and menfored by our superb
returning teachers

On a more personal note, it has been a great privilege for me to meet many of
you during the Graduation dinners, Sporfs days and numerous Parent meetings and
so further develop an understanding between us on our mission in educating your
children in their formative years.

Wheat a diffence a year has made in another respect!!l.....on my visits to all of our
schools | am now warmly greeted by most of the children with a cheery"Hello
Jeni” and recently | was hailed by a family at a concert that my husband Alistair and
Ifonended at Cily Hall......... it is @ joy fo be thus considered part of the Victoria
amily.

My very best wishes to you dll,

Jeni Fieldhouse

Victoria (Belcher) Kindergarten
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What is the difference between knowing something and understanding
it To know’ is simply fo recall something you have leamed from memory,
but to understand something you have to be able to apply or fransfer thal
knowledge within differenl conlexts and situations.

In this rapidly changing world we believe students need to understand and

use their knoweldge.

Conceptdriven learning not only helps students develop an understanding of broader themes
such as “How the world works” and "Where we are in place and time”, it also helps students
to become critical thinkers and to think about learning as something that has lasting and
significant meaning for their lives, rather than as a list of facts to be memorized and skills to
be performed. Concepts put learning info a confext that is meaningful,

If 1 cut the hands
: it will fall apart.
9

2 i

Miss Jessica

Thiough the story ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears',
students have leamt the maths concept of big, medium
and small.  Valerie found the matching size items for
Papa bear, Mama bear and baby bear

Causation

We discussed the different seasons and concluded that it was
now Autumn. The children were intrigued by the changes taking
place, and often asked ‘why the leaves were changing colour
and falling off the trees, and how this was related to the change
in weather?

Darin sald he needs fo wear a helmet on the  Families and the roles each member plays and
horse incase he falls off to protect his head.  animal fomilies

The K1 students were learning about body parts and
their functions for the "Who Am 1" unit. Maya was able
to explain the functions of her body parts as she told the
teacher “Eyes are for looking, nose for smelling, eors for
listening, mouth for eating, ond we can use our hands
fo pickup foys!”

Perspective

L= ou use your memory \

B to remember where

the cards are.

Jacob is explaining the function of his game - Tolisa was also able to identify one element of When asked fo decide the best place o Iravel, the K3

how it works, how to play, how to win and the the learning was students shared their opinions an the matter. In the end,

learning that takes place in so doing their beliefs were all respected and it was decided that
the best place 1o travel really just depends on personal
preference

wsRE(ERRNER
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Knowledge is the product of what happens when an individual spends time exploring
and engaging. They are not simply memorizing information rather they are engaged
in the learning process through hands on inquiry and reflection. In doing so, they gain
significant knowledge.

According fo IB, “al the heart of the PYP curriculum are the essential elements: knowledge,
skills, concepts, aftitudes and action. These elements transcend subject area boundaries
and forge the curriculum into a coherent fransdisciplinary whole that is engaging,

relevant, challenging and significant.” (Making the PYP Happen; 2009)

We create our curriculum with the essential elements of the PYP in mind. We guide our
students and help them gain knowledge in all areas of life.

Miss Margaret

Mattias found these Tadpoles and
brought them in to school fo show
his classmates, he also shared lots of
information about them, telling how
they turn into frogs.

Ashley used her knowledge of facial  Knowledgeable: Whilst trying 1o
fealures to reconsiruct a new face for identify a family, Nicolas found this
the emply face mal. She carefully picture and said look it's a family of
located the eyes, nose, and mouth at  bats

the correct posilion.

Siu Ting and Rachel are using their
knowledge of lefier sounds to blend
them together fo make words

Here is an older student sharing his fovourite book with
Ethan and Alex. He was knowledgeable about the

Ethan is continuing to increase his
knowledge about Hong Kong and its
transportation system. He is reading
a nordiction book about the buses
in Hong Kong and he is making
connetlions fo the piciures he sees with
the buses that he has traveled on.

Michael is using his knowledge of
Chinese characters o write words.
Here the children are playing o game
where they chooses a picture and
tries to be the first to wrile the correct
Chinese character.

Timothy is sharing his knowledge on dangerous animals
as he reads his book fo the class during show-ond-ell.

story and he could answer their questions. Ethan and
Alex enjoyed the experiance very much.

Victoria (Belcher) Kindergarten
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Self-management skills ~ Fine Motor Skills

William is able lo demonsirate the use of fine motor
skills. He shows precision with delicate finger muscle
movements in orcfer for him to do up his own jacket
buttons.
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Victoria (Belcher) Kindergarten

Through each transdisciplinary theme, all children will acquire and demonstrate @
range of skills; Thinking, Social, Communication, Selfmanagement and Research.
These main skills are then broken down into sub headings, which give specific areas
where focus can be identified. These skills are developed all the way through from
PN to K3 and beyond, using a range of opportunities from inquiry based learning
inside and outside of the school enviroriment.

Here are some great examples of our children demonstrating the skills they have

A FIEE BTN TS - &
T AR AR
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TBELBRENRE -

acquired so far.

Miss Katrina

Self Management Skills ~
Safety

Williom is able io demonstrate the
use of fine motor skills. He shows
precision with delicale finger muscle
movements in order for him to do up
his own jacket buttons.

Social skills- Cooperating

Erica shows she can  work
cooperalively by sharing the thyming
cards with her friends Amanda and
Carolyn. All parlicipants show their
social skills by working together in a
group, being courleous, toking turns
and sharing the resources.

Andy, Jacky and Cameron are playing
a game of snakes and ladders. They
are using their selF-management skills o
turn take. Cameron ‘we go round this
way, it is Andy’s fum next.” Cameron
is aware of the codes of behavior
when playing a board game and is
able io explain and apply them.

Collecting data

We started our discussion about the
seasons and how the environment
was affected because Summer was
changing to Autumn. The children then
collected leaves and brought them fo
school. We used our research skills
as we organised the datfa, through
soiting and cafegorizing the leaves

Following a ‘front loading” session watching clips of animals families Belinda
was particularly interested in the roles penguins had in iaking care of their
young, so she did some further research in penguin nonfiction books.
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